
 
Minutes of West Winds HOA Board Meeting 

January 17, 2018 
7:05 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

West Winds Tennis Club 
 
Board Members Present:  V. Cretalla, president; C. Randazzo, vice president; B. Hall; B. Gump; G. Ames 
(arrived late). 
Also Present:  J. Dihmes, treasurer 
Residents Present:  K. Urchasko, M. Dihmes, D. Miller, S. Gross, and L. Hall. 
 

1. President Cretalla called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  There was no agenda presented. 
2. V. Cretalla reported that there were two vacancies on the WW Board and requested 

nominations to fill the unexpired terms.  Dave Miller was proposed to fill one vacancy.  A motion 
to nominate and vote Dave Miller to fill the balance of Meg Ryan’s term was made by Victor 
Cretella and seconded by Catherine Randazzo and unanimously approved.  C. Randazzo moved 
to nominate and vote for Suzanne Gross to become a director and fill the unexpired term of 
former director Don Norwood.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.  Both 
new directors were welcomed and were notified that they were eligible to vote at this meeting. 

3. A motion was made by Catherine Randazzo to approve the minutes of the November 2017 
meeting minutes; the motion was seconded by Brian Hall and unanimously approved.  (There 
was no meeting in December). 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Janet Dihmes was not present and did not present a report for January.   
5. Residents Forum:  Mike Dihmes noted frequent problems with the holiday lights at the 

entrance.  He volunteered to develop a specification for the holiday lights and to lead an effort 
to secure three bids by September 1, 2018 for the board to review and select one for the next 
season.   

6. ECC:  Karen Urchasko reported that Gareth Koogle had resigned from the ECC.  Another member 
of the community had expressed interest in joining the ECC.  The Board supported adding 
another member.  She noted that John Allemang not been able to attend recent meetings and 
she would contact him about his future participation.  There were no ECC applications during 
the past month. 

7. Village Chair:  Geoff Ames reported that LLA is seeking candidates to run for the LLA Board of 
Directors.  He noted that the proposed budget for the next fiscal year was approved by the LLA 
Board.  He indicated that the LLA’s GM was willing to work with West Winds regarding the golf 
course. 

8. Landscape Committee (LC):  C. Randazzo provided a revised design for replacing the cheery trees 
at the first entrance.  The reasons for changing the design were discussed.  V. Cretalla requested 
that the LC seek input from the community about the proposed alternative, i.e. the Robinson 
Crabapple tree.  (It was noted that 12 trees were to be replaced by LLA, not just the ten that 
currently remain in the island.  M. Dihmes has photographic proof of the original 12 trees).  Two 
previously removed trees from the second island were discussed.  The board approved the LC 



recommendation to replace one previously removed tree from the tip of the second island with 
a weeping snow fountain flowering cherry tree.  The second missing tree was discussed.  B. 
Hamilton, in a meeting on January 17th, indicated that he thought that a previous WW Board 
decided not to replace this tree.  There was no memory of this among the existing board 
members.  The board agreed to request that LLA plant a replacement tree for the second 
removed tree in the second island. (Presently, there is still a stump remaining and this needs to 
be removed by LLA).  Other outstanding items include removal and replacement of dying ash 
trees in the pool parking lot, removal/replanting of dead/dying Japanese holly shrubs in the 
second island, treatment of the insect-infected hemlocks in the front entrance, the approval of a 
luminescent paint on the entrance curbs, the addition of lighting at the tip of the entrance 
island, planting of Stella d’Oro bulbs (in the WW budget), among other topics.  V. Cretalla 
requested the compilation of a LC Registry to keep track of the various and ongoing landscape 
issues and projects.  C. Randazzo noted that the LC would accompany B. Hamilton, LLA staff, and 
Ruppert Landscaping in mid-March for a review of WW’s landscape concerns and needs. 

9. Old/New Business:  C. Randazzo discussed the success of the adult holiday party and requested 
approval to schedule for 2018 at the Tennis Club.  The board agreed.  It was reported that the 
second entrance sign is still in limbo.  The board expects transparency from LLA regarding any 
updates/plans concerning the future of the golf course.  B. Gump agreed to draft a memo (to 
circulate first to WW Board for input/approval) on our expectations regarding the golf course in 
2018.  Resources for board governance related issues are:  Maryland Oversight HOA Board and 
the Frederick County Commissioners.  A date for the West Winds Annual Meeting will be 
discussed at the February meeting. 

10. There was no further business to discuss.  Upon a motion duly made, seconded and approved, 
the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 
Written by Catherine Randazzo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


