
Denese, 

 

Here is a summary of the minutes for Nightingale Village. I typically send out an email and get 

feedback from the Village over the course of the month. No formal meeting is viable at this time. 

We all catch up from time to time to discuss the most compelling issues at hand. Village member 

also track me down to discuss various issues at hand so I get a diverse set of feedback from 

everyone in the Village that would like to voice their opinions. 

This is the content of the email that was sent out with some brief feedback: 

 
Hello Village, 
 
I wanted to give everyone a brief update and see if anyone has feedback for the Village Manager 
(Denese), Brett (Project Manager) or myself. 
 
-Bus Stop area will need to have a sign and proper walkway before FCPS (Frederick County Public 
Schools) will allow it to be an official stop. The sign will be across from the sidewalk-next to gate 
entrance. It will say something like "Emergency Entrance - No Parking - Bus Stop". We also talked 
about a small sign on the gate that would mark it as "Emergency Entrance".  At this time it does not 
look like we will need to name the street, as Denise convinced the lady at FCPS that it is an offshoot 
of Nightingale Ct.  
 
- Emergency Entrance grass area, with concrete blocks that are not visible, will be raked and 
reseeded by construction crews as part of CDA. It has been driven on and seen a lot of traffic during 
construction. It has been reseeded with straw thrown on top several times. This straw has gotten 
packed down and the grass has grown on top of blocks. The goal is to see the blocks and to have 
the grass grow in between. It gives a nice look when done properly.  
 
-LLA has decided that asphalt would be the best substrate for a trail leading up to the bus stop area. 
The FCPS requires a dedicated path that can be maintained during the Winter months; i.e. spread 
salt and shovel snow. They orignally talked about placing large rubber mats down on the grass 
during inclement weather. That was not a great option and more or less temporary. We are able to 
get the bus stop moved and in place with signage as long as we can assure FCPS that a permanent 
walkway will be in place for the Winter. It will be about 3 1/2' in width and connect from the asphalt 
apron at Boyers Mill to the asphalt at the edge of the Emergency Entrance by the end of Nathan's 
driveway. It should look nice as you will have asphalt meeting up with asphalt and a solid substrate 
for bikers and walkers. 
 
- Emergency Entrance at apron near Nathan's driveway. We talked about placing a rope or chain 
across this area to prevent people from parking and pulling up onto the block/grass area. This would 
allow them to take down the 4, very tall (over 9'), No Parking signs. The signs are very obtrusive and 
somewhat unnecessary if they can get some other type of "No Parking" signage on the pavement 
and a rope across that can be taken off by anyone that needs access (not locked). Let me know if 
you have any other ideas for preventing people from parking at the end of Nathan's driveway (end of 
Emergency Entrance)? 
 
- Brett has a plan to regrade the entire parking lot and gravel area that drops off from the asphalt 
coming down the hill to beach. This area has seen significant erosion from stormwater and needs to 
be addressed. Unfortunately, this will be a 3-5 year patch. They will bring in some large equipment 
and additional crush & run (gravel) to pack down and fill in areas in the parking lot that have washed 
out and eroded. The hill will be graded in such a fashion to allow water to run off more efficiently. 
The bottom drainage system near boat launch will get a few more rocks in front to block the flow of 
gravel being pushed down with flash floods. Brett mentioned he would like for this entire area to 



eventually be asphalt; however, this is a much larger cost and will need to be budgeted for 
accordingly.  If you continue asphalt down the hill and in the parking lot we would need to put in 
proper stormwater drainage -actual pipes and areas to capture the water runoff on the sides of 
asphalt. They would like to model it after the Coldstream parking lot. 
Many of the railroad ties will be removed and replaced with 8x8" pressure treated lumber, like the 
wood that is by the steps now. The steps (plank) leading down to beach will be replaced by new 
steps that will be much safer. 
Drainage area around picnic benches was completed and additional soil and straw placed around it. 
No more ankle breaker. 
 
- Green space will be cut out at the corner of Nightingale Ct. as you turn down to the beach. This will 
be right off the corner of my property by the LLA boat parking sign. The goal is to prevent some of 
the stormwater runoff and make it look nicer overall. There used to be a small landscaped bed in 
that area before all the construction took place. 
 
- All of the above will come out of the Capital Improvement Fund. Apparently there is about $500k 
that is to be used throughout Lake Linganore to get the various villages maintained and looking 
nicer.  
 
- Dredge studies were completed several weeks ago and contractors bid for the job. It should start in 
the Spring and last for 1 1/2 years. It cannot go past 2 years per existing contracts in place. The 
hope is that in bringing large trucks down to Balmoral to pick up the mud and sludge, that a nice path 
will be created for a future boat launch? This is speculative, but we would like to make that area a 
boat launch when the dredging is completed. Let me know if you have any other ideas for boat 
launch areas?  
 
- I have spoken to Denese about the construction across from the Babba's residence. There are a lot 
of trucks and trailers that are parked across the street, in the street, etc. The lack of gravel at the 
entrance of the home site has also been an issue and brought up to LLA. This would keep the mud 
factor down when large rigs pull in/out. For the most part it will be an eye sore with many 
aggravations along the way. Let me know if anything else comes up that should be addressed on or 
around the construction site?  I am still pushing for a speed limit sign as you turn into Nightingale, 
although the construction and new home site has brought most traffic to a grinding halt along the 
straightaway. 
 
Let me know if there is anything else I can bring up in the next meeting? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Jamie York 

 


